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AMEIMDMENTS 

In tlicClaiias: 

Please amend the above-idenlillefl ripplicaiion piirsiiant to the revised practice set forth in 
the Notice eniilletl "Amendmenls in a Ke\'ised J-oniicii Now PcrniiUcd"anU published in ihe 
Official Oay.clle on February 5, 2003. .All cluims iliat arc, or vvero, in Ihe ttppUcation arc 
presienleil below. A status idciilincr is provided lor every claim and the text of all claims under 
examination is submilled. All claims beinu cnrrcnlly amended are submitted wllh markings to 
indicate tl^c chaufiea ihar. have been made relai ive lo the immediate prior version of the claims. 
The changes in the amended claims ure shown by strikctliroueh (for deleted matter) or 
underlining (for added matter). No separaie "clean" version is submitted for currently amended 
claims. Markings have been madtr only in claims being currently amended. The text of pending 
claims not being cun-enlly amended thai are under examination is presented in a clean version. 



1 . (Curnntfly Anicmlcd) An aJjLisluhle disc spring system comprising: 

at least one beveled di.sc: .spring axially aligned wi(h an adjusliihle spacer; 
(j^ \ vvherciii said adjustuble spacer is nl asLieally compressible in a .substantially a.vial 

direction relative lo said at least one beveled disc sprin g i:o allo w a n axial adjustme nt of 
said adjust able ^spacer in rcsijo nsc ip a force placed on said spacer . 

(Original) The system of claim 1 wherein .said adjustable spacer comprises al 
least one entrapping flimge lo receive said at least one beveled disc spring. 

3. {Original) The system of claim 2 wherein said at least one entrapping flange 
comprises at leoisl one curved .surface concave to said at least one beveled of disc spring. 

4. (Orispnal) The system of claim 3 wherein said spacer comprises at least one 
cuived compressible portion between said at least one enira|i|>ing flange. 
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5. (Original) The system ordnim 2 wherein said at lea^sl one beveled disc spring 
comprises an ofTset for reect ving said at least one cntr:ippine flangic. 

6. (OrigivaJ) The syslem of claim 5 wherein said offset comprises u tapered 
portion of snid at least one beveled disc spring toward i5aid at least one enlmpping flange. 

7. (Orii;uwl) The sySiicm of claim 1 wherein said at least one bcvele(l disc spring 
compri.ses an axialJy protruding tip. 

8. (Original) Tlie system ofclaim 1 wherein said at least one beveled di«c spring 
cojmpri.ses a conical shaped disc. 

9. (Original) The syiilcm of claim I wherein said ul least one beveled disc spring 
comprises a Belleville washer. 

1 0. (Wirhdrawn) The system ofclaim 1 wherein said at least one beveled di.5C spring 
comprises a straii;hl radial exieusion for receiving a radially interior force, 

1 1 . (WUhdrawh) The system ofclaim 1 0 wherein said sfraighL radial extension is 
substantially panillel to a second slraiglu radial exiei\sion of a second beveled diiic spring. 

12. (Withdraw^ The system of claim I wherein said a.1 least one beveled disc spring 
further comprises a detlection limiting stop lo inhibii an end of said adjustahle spacer from 
moving radially pasi said deflection limiting stop. 

13. (Original) The system ofclaim 1 wherein said at least one beveled disc spring 
comprises a pioximal end connected to said adjustable spacer and a distal end adapted to engage 
a suiface. 
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14. (Original) The system oi" claim 13 wherein said distal end is adapted lo seal 
witli said surface. 



1 5. ( Wiihdniwu) The syijiom i->r clnim 1 h\x\hcr comprising a connecling member for 
coniiec.ling :,'nid al lensi one beveled disc r^priiig lo a :iccond beveled disc sjDring wherein \x 
proximal end of said ;il ieasi one beveled disc sprinjr is connected lo said adjustable spacer and a 
distal end of at least one beveled fli.sc sprijiij is coimeeled to said second bevelud disc spring via 
Siiid coojiecting member. 



16. (Currently Anwtuled) An adjusiable spring system comprising; 

ai phu-alily of beveled disc springf? axially aligned with an adju.stablc spacer; 
wherein said ;Kljuslable spacer is i2lilsiieal]y.coniprcssiblc in a substantially axiul 
direction reUitive to said plurality of beveled disc springs. 

1 7. (Ori^nnal) The .system of claim 1 5 wherein said ndjustable spucer comprises a 
plurality of entrapping danger to receive s:iid plurality of beveled disc sjirinfis. 

1 8. (Wiilulrmvn) The system of claim 1 6 further comi^rising connect ing member for 
conneciing at least one beveled disc spring of said plurality of beveled disc springs to a second 
beveled disc spring of a second phn-ality of beveled disc springs wherein a proximal end of said 
at least one beveled disc spiing is coniiccied m said adjustable spacer and a dis(al end of said at 
least one beveled disc spring opposite .said spacer is coraiectcd to said second beveled disc spring 
via said connecting member 

1 9. ffVuhihmm) The syslem of claim 1 S wherein .said connecting member 
comprises a cui^ed coimector liaving an opening for receiving said at least. one beveled disc 
spring and said second beveled disc spring. 

20- (WitJulrawn) The system of claim 1 8 wherein said collecting member 
comprises a conneciing washer. 
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0^ J 21 . (Wiflnlrawu) The system of claim 20 wherein snid connecting washer comprises 

a connecting disc spring having a plurality of ^ccci^'ing poits to receive u phinility of disc springs 
to operutiveiy coimect said plurality of disc springs lo each otlicr. 

22. (WifluUuwn) The syslem of chiirn 21 wherein said plunilily of rccoiviriy ports 
are artapled to iithibil movement of said pluraliiy of disc springs in an axial direction. 

33. (Withdvawm) Tlic system of claim 1 6 wherein at least one beveled disc sprinft of 
said plurality of beveled disc springs is cormccicil on a fii^sl end to a second beveled disc spriny 
of a second plurality of bovuled disc springs via said adjustable spacer and said al least one 
bcveletl disc spring is comicclcd on a sccontl end lo a ihird beveled disc spring via a second 
adjwitable spacer. 

24. (Ongimil) The system of claim 16 wherein said plurality of beveled disc 
spriiigs comprises a plurality of proximal ends connected lo said adjustable spacer and a phmlity 
of distal ends adai-ited to engage u surface. 

25. (Origma/) The system of claim 24 wherein said plurality of dislal ends are 
adapted to seal with said surface. 

26. (Withdrawn) The syslem of claim 16 wherein at least one beveled disc spring of 
said plurality of disc springs is adapted id engage a second beveled disc spring ofa second 
plurality of beveled disc springs. 

27. OVithdrawm) The system ofclaim 26 wlierein said at least one beveled disc 
spring comprises a lip for receiving said second beveled diau spring. 

28. (Orisinal) The syslem ofclaim 16 wherein said plurality ofbeveled disc 
springs comprises a plurality of Belleville washers. 
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29. (Cuneiuly Ameiided) A method of adjusting a disc spring syslem comprising: 
axially aligaine at least one bcvuL-tl disc spring wilh an adjuslable spacer; and 
compressing Ihe adjuslable spacer in n suhslanfially axial direction relyiive to said 

al leasl one beveled disc sprint: to plasiicn ll vdcfoiTn th e spacer. 

30. (Ori^ifuil) The mclhod of cinim 29 fiirlher comprising inserting the at least 
one beveled di.sc spring into at least one cnirapping llangu of the adjuslable spacer. 

3 1 . (Oiigiimt) The method ofckiiin 29. wherein the compressing the adjustable 
spacer compris(=fs placing an axial force on the at least one hevele^l disc spring 

32. (Original) The mediod of claim 29 wherein the at least one beveled disc 
sqaring cojnprises at least one Belleville washer. 



PA(X 14/18'RCVD AT 12/17/2003 12:31:16PM [Eastern Standv^ 



